windshield as it rode the door
downward, its eyes a pair of in-

1s awtul

scrutable obsidian beads. It was
is living in our at- asnmdnhntuammndhgn
tic. It skitters and scrab- escalator to the sporting goodn

s T
turbing sounds, I have been on a ly, we are not filthy people. We
long journey of determined deni- wash the dishes and carry out the
al. Perhaps it's just my imagina- trash. We do not leave half-eaten
tion, I thought, or maybe it’s the mndwidmhthedmorm
furnace. Maybe it’s the “house set- mﬁgmmu
tling.” ;

Even after accepting the no- Yetwg’ie bodnquq_nugsao
tionvt?:ﬂ: there was something linked in the h‘ltﬁ.tm mm:li
alive up there, I imagined hope- ness with filth they give

_ fully that it might be something rodents abad name.
mtemdfqrr;;ﬁke;mgfm We needed professional help.
- See FACING Page 2B

JACQUIELYNN FLOYD

Facing the awful truth about our attic

wmnpm 5 mﬁe‘wﬂdm“hﬂ.m ran a hot bath, the house was filled
g 2 Ny chnically, it is ‘wildlife. ” ~ with the robust aroma of dead
St R aTs
a ) are
nesslike person who is cited in the ~ : bread and butter.
professional literature u'ax . “We see them every day,” he
much nicer than “rat extermina- bob- ofwwn,nndmevelytypeafhouse,
“Wesee’em in all kinds of hous- 1 have to eonoede. a grudging
es,” he assured n admiration for a species so
not in your house as a place for prolific and adaptable — the only
food. uphytm attic for things guaranteed to sunivex
helte are rats, roaches
:hMmhuhe*okm i it's not really the same as
a lot about people who are horri- ~ One them. Oddly, though, I can't bear
'ﬁdhhnﬁsymm the thought of personally killing
~ them. You can purchase the means
'l'bueuapuphn(hlwih of doing the job yourself, but I'd

who are so scared we cant even md.muyﬁmeﬂ:ehmwm

touch a dead rodent.

So we're letting the experts
handle this one. Mr. Fincannon
spentmanylonghourathnweek

our home, clos-

ing up every dime-sized opening

which a crafty and deter-
intruder might weasel.

Iwualnuldly that he
kept using the “animals,” as if
bad luck and cruel fate might just
as easily have made us host to an



