The more common diseases
associated with pigeons and

other birds include botu- ?:cmv!.g:;h“

lism, aspergillosis, Newcas- This air conditioning unit

tle's disease, Q-fever, sal- was protected from the damag-
monellosis and toxoplas- ing effects of pigeon droppings through
mosis, just to name a few.  the use of electric fence technology.

Common and not-so-com-

mon ectoparasites associated with birds
include the pigeon nest bug, pigeon tick,
pigeon fly, European chicken flea, flea,
conenose bug, chicken mite and northern
fowl mite. Many of these pests can become
a nuisance if they find their way into
buildings.

' IDEALHARBORAGE SITES. The architecture
of many buildings provides excellent nest-
ing, roosting and landing areas for pigeons
and other nuisance birds. Control of these
pests can be an expensive proposition.

Ly LOurinouse ronow-
ing the installation

Some PCOs tend to avoid bird control
work because the technology that is pres-
ently available is not economically feasi-
blein many casesfor their customers. This
is especially true if exclusion is the con-
trol method of choice. Avicides are another
option, but many building owners and
managers are concerned with the poten-
tial for a public outcry in the event of a
bird kill in a public area. The result is
fewer available avenues for pest control
professionalsto correct potentially health-
threatening bird problems.

shocking system he install-
ed to keep hischickens from
roosting in the rafters and
defecatingon their food and
water also repelled rats and
killed mice. An articlein the
Dallas Times Herald dated
Dec. 8, 1970 stated: "...the
winning weapon (against rats) is an in-
geniously devised electronic ‘'shocker’ that
(will guarantee) a rat will lose the rat race
eveninabarn.' Combining hisexperience
with poultry and his observation of pig-
eonsaround buildings, Hawkins adapted
the system to repel nuisance birds.
Hawkins has performed extensive re-
searchoverthe yearstoensure the proper
placement of insulators and electrified
wire for effective control of pigeons and
many other vertebrate pests. To extend the
effective life of the system, he also has
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