City-based journal called Judge.

Although it basically led the pack among its rivals, Judge was
not a profitable magazine. Many times, part of his payment
included products from the advertisers. Geisel’s work in the
magazine gave him fame, but did not give him a fortune. He
also did work for the Hearst newspaper chain, developing a
comic strip, but one of his significant changes in fortune came
in 1928, when the wife of a McCann-Erickson advertising
executive spotted a Seuss cartoon character with a container of
Flit insect spray in his “Boids and Beasties” series for judge.

The Flit was manufactured by Standard Oil of New Jersey.
Geisel eventually contracted for a 17-year association for the
Flit campaign, which brought his work to even more maga-
zines. The Flit relationship lasted until 1945. The phrase
“Quick, Henry, the Flit” was developed by Geisel and was a
play on Sherlock Holmes™ “Quick, Watson, the needle!”

If you look at the Flit cartoons, you'll see the characters’
resemblance to those in his later children’s books. The theme
is a Flit sprayer and a humorous situation — with wacky-
looking insects getting the downside of the situation in most

www.PestControlMag.com

Geisel's cartoons launched a catchphrase — and a career.

cases. By the time his first effort, And to Think That I Saw It
on Mulberry Street, was published in 1937, I think the popu-
larity of these cartoons and fame was already in the con-
sciousness of America. In essence, his great success in chil-
dren’s books was due in part to a pesticide.

To see several Flit cartoons and the early writing of Dr.
Seuss, I recommend 7he Tough Coughs As He Ploughs the
Dough, edited by Richard Marschall.

I'll close with a few more trivia tidbits about the good
doctor, who passed away in 1991:

B Geisel was fired from his Dartmouth College campus
humor magazine, the Jack-O-Lantern, because he was caught
drinking during Prohibition.

® His first book was rejected by 43 publishers before a
friend finally published it, with moderate success.

® During World War 11, Captain Geisel won the Legion
of Merit for writing in Frank Capra’s Signal Corps Unit,
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