tect people and their property from
unscrupulous business people, and in
the case of wildlife control the added
protection of the state’s natural
resources.

With any state agency you have a
bureaucracy that is going to tell you that
you will have to purchase a minimum
amount of insurance to operate a busi-
ness, go to classes regularly, possibly col-
lect sales tax, and all the other wonder-
ful things required to run a legitimate
business. Does the average wildlife com-
pany want a legitimate business?

It would be wonderful if I did not
have:

* licensing fees (the minimum in

only that saves you 30% Federal income
tax right off the bat if you do not claim
the income. But can these people really
call themselves Americans? .
Critter Control franchises had few,
if any, agencies requiring minimal regu-
lations for a start-up business in many
states, but once these franchises came to
Texas they had to follow Texas rules.
The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department allows permits for move-
ment of animals being trapped on prop-
erties in Texas to other locations within
the state, so that Texas’s natural
resources are protected. Over 10 years
ago Parks and Wildlife Department offi-
cials brought their 1,000-page book of
laws to a board meeting with the Texas

placed on unapproved properties.) I feel
thart in Texas to save resources (since I do
pay taxes) and not promote the growth
of a bigger bureaucracy, the Structural
Pest Control Board is the best fit to per-
form this responsibility. Everything is
already there to regulate the WCO: an
appointed board, inspectors, and
employees who already deal with the
public. What could possibly justify a
new agency? If we counted Texas com-
panies doing only wildlife control who
do not have a pest control license, there
might be 10.

Companies are not required to per-
form all pest control functions to be
overseen by the board. Many pest con-
trol operators in Texas do not do fumi-

Continued on page 36










