& WHurricane Katrina in 2005), one of
the largest arthropod exhibits in the world
finally is on track to open to the public next
summer in New Orleans. When completed,
the Audubon Insectarium (originally intend-
ed to open in Summer 2002), will be one of
the most intensive and entertaining insect

- museums in the U.S.

Devoted entirely to educating the

- public on insects and their relatives, the

» Insectarium will sport insect collections,

* both live and deceased, oversized scale
models of insects, and an insect eatery.
Included for the more-fascinated patrons
will be exhibits devoted to the analogous
anatomies of various insects, the metamor-
phosis cycles and invasive species such as
the Formosan termite, which is reaping
havoc in New Orleans and elsewhere.

Also included will be an Insect Hall of
Fame, dedicated to the most impressive of
insects, and a butterfly exhibit that matches
the beauty of the Insectarium in Montreal,
which provided inspiration for the planners
of the New Orleans Audubon Insectarium.

Funded by the federal government,
the State of Louisiana and the Audubon
Institute, along with various private donors,
the museum is housed in the 23,000-sq.-ft.
freestanding U.S. Customs House.

Zack Lemann, staff entomologist for the
future insectarium, recounts the long
process that has finally ended in a realistic
completion date of December 2007.

“The New Orleans Audubon Zoo was
being built up from its deplorable state in

continued on page 11
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