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Rat problem growing in
Lakewood

05:01 PM CDT on Friday, September 9, 2005

By DON WALL / WFAA-TV

Rats are roaming a Dallas neighborhood, and the weather
may be part of the reason why.

People around Lakewood are seeing the nocturnal rodents in
places they've never seen them before.

"in the past it was pretty rare to see our little friends
running across,” homeowner Sheila Haberman said. "Now
we'll see them almost every night running across the wires."

Haberman said the rats have been spotted in closets,
scurrying away as doors open.

"It's a bit disturbing, but I guess you become desensitized,"
she said. "It's the reality we live with."

Pest control experts said a mild winter and a hot, dry
summer are causing rats to build their nests closer to
houses, nearer to available sources of food.

"They can climb up the vines, they can go up the trees,
drop onto the roof," said exterminator David Fincannon.
"I've seen them go straight up stucco two stories to get to
their hole."

Fincannon is on a rat patrol, searching the attic and finding
rat droppings and pecan shells - a sure sign the rats are
close. He'll clean up, close rat holes and lay out traps and
poisons in secure boxes to kill the pests.

Lakewood Hardware is selling more rat traps than ever.
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